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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Exaniining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. [3 (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 1_ 



. sheets, as follows: 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. [^] (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Adniinistrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

I I The international application as originally filedVfurnished 
the description: 

P a S es 1-33, 35-76 , as originally filed/funushed 

P a g es * 34 received by this Authority on 12 August 2004 (12.08.2004) 

received by this Authority on 



the claims: 

P a S es 1^3 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

P a S es 1"32 ,asorigiiiallyfUed/furnished 

P a g es * received by this Authority on 

received by this Authority on 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs . 

I | . the sequence listing (specify): 

I | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



X. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 



|~1 the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

I | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



□ the entire international application. 



claims Nos. 13-22 

because: 

the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 13-22 



relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

See supplemental sheet 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
— are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify)-. 



I — | the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 

.J by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 13-22 . 



[ I the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form | J has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 
ga&ses^uier readable form Q has not been furnished 

f ] does not comply with the standard 

[ J 2& tahtes related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with 
the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

| | see Supplemental Box for further details. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: 1 1 1 . 1 



The inventions that are set forth in claims 13 to 
22 include a step during which whole blood is collected, 
and as such include a method for the diagnosis or the 
treatment of the human body. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



23 



1-12 



23 



1-12, 23 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 3-146067 A (Asahi Chemical Ind.), 21 June 



Document 2 



Document 3 : 



Document 4 : 



1991, (Family: none) 

JP 11-267421 A (Terumo Corp.), 05 October 
1999, entire text, all drawings, (Family: 
none) 

WO 01/28597 Al (Maco Pharma) , 26 April 2001, 
entire text, all drawings, & EP 1093823 Al & 
JP 2003-512093 A 

US 5100564 A (Pall Corp.), 31 March 1992, 
entire text, all drawings, & WO 92/07656 A & 
EP 556303 A & JP 2570906 B2 



The invention that is set forth in claim 23 lacks 
novelty in the light of document 1 cited in the 
international search report. It is considered to be 
impossible to differentiate the blood plasma which is 
obtained by means of filtration in the invention that is 
disclosed in document 1 from the blood plasma in the 
invention that is set forth in claim 23 in as much as the 
items in question are both blood plasma. 

The invention that is set forth in claims 1 to 12 
involves an inventive step in relation to documents 1 to 4 
cited in the international search report . Documents 2 and 
4 disclose filters which are capable of removing viruses; 
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however, the documents in question do not disclose or 
suggest the feature of configuring a virus removal bag by 
providing the filter in question within a bag-like casing. 
In addition, document 3 discloses an invention which 
filters out a virucidal substance. 
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